or the contemporary reader, especially a young Brazilian academic, it may not be clear that the debate on free trade has assumed different nuances since 1990. If at that time the issue was strictly related with a neoliberal agenda and, therefore, focused solely on market efficiency while being restricted to a few group of economists and market players, the current debate expands well beyond this sphere. Many other agents have joined this debate and by questioning the neoliberal economic principles they have complexified and relativized the theme of economic efficiency. The reading of Marisa von Bülow's book helps to trace these changes with great clarity and methodological precision in regards to the involvement of social movements in this agenda within the Americas.
In her book the author analyzes the creation of transnational networks among civil society agents so as to coordinate activities on topics pertaining to international trade. The title "the battle" is represented within the analysis, on the one hand, by the formation of the contestation discourse (Part II -"the politicization of trade"), and secondly, by the forms by which social movements have been organized (Part III -"the dynamics of networks" -and Part IV -"organizational pathways to trans-nationality "). Contestation is therefore under the spotlight in this book. The focus in the Americas contributes to the mapping of a process -the participation from civil society -, which still looms in institutional terms, especially in South America. In order to understand the key actors and their coordination, it helps to outline the potentials and limits of social participation within this particular context of the Americas, the sub-region of South America and also, more specifically, of Brazil and its foreign policy.
Below I point out some key contributions that I identified in Marisa's work for the debates concerning international trade, social participation, and institutionalization of participatory mechanisms.
Trade without exclusion. The author justifies her thematic selection based on the controversy and articulation it has acquired since the 1990s (page 25). A first step debunked in the book, however, is that such movements are not opposed to capitalism or against trade per se, but against the (neoliberal) trade discourse that 
What are the main transnational movements in the region? How do they articulate themselves?
In part III of the book, the author systematizes her empirical data -the heart of the work -, and allows us to identify the networks and their allies.
Chapters 5 and 6 describe the results of the empirical research as to how organization networks and movements critical of international trade agreements in the Americas were formed. In these chapters, Marisa von Bülow presents schemes derived from her interviews in order to identify how networks were structured in selected countries -Brazil, Chile, USA, and Mexico -always with the intent of identifying the chief central actors in this process.
The mapping registers the leading role of trade union, religious, and rural movements throughout the Americas. In the case of Brazil, the Landless Movement Organizational longevity as the main challenge. In chapters 07 and 08, Marisa von Bülow works on the challenges for transnational networks in building consensus, and on organizational longevity of campaigns and networks. Thus, the author concludes that "(The) challenge is to focus on the dynamic interactions and influences that intersect the domestic and international scales since, for the most part, transnational collective action entails an ambiguous combination of targets, networks, discourses and goals that are both domestic and international" (page 251) (free translation into English).
In short, the book brings important contributions both to the fieldwork data dealing with transnational networks in the Americas, and to the analytical model for this type of articulation.
Regarding the mapping of networks on trade agreements the book presents a relevant record for academics and policymakers who today pore over the institutionalization of direct participation channels in the formulation of Brazilian foreign policy and within certain international organizations.
As for Marisa von Bülow's analytical model, it may be further explored both in relation to other networks in the field of international trade itself and to transnational networks within other themes. For example, it could be placed under questioning whether in countries with a less liberal trade agenda -such as Bolivia and Venezuela -the conclusions would be similar to those reached in von Bülow's book. Moreover, what could be the impact of alignments between government and civil society movements within this contestation agenda? Marisa suggests some points in the final section of her book (pages 250 and ff.), but it is certain that this story is still being written in the Americas, and with many uncertainties still pervading contemporary times. Therefore, hereby is a suggestion for works that has yet to be written...
